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Abstract

The earth is currently facing several concurrent sustainability crises that pose an immediate threat to human wellbeing and continuity on the planet. The evolution of the discipline of social ecology has arisen with these crises in mind, with the normative goal of harnessing scientific knowledge and research for addressing our sustainability crises. Social Ecology, which focuses on relationships and feedbacks between human and biophysical systems, is a transdisciplinary discipline that works in collaboration with civil society stakeholders to define, research, and address sustainability challenges. In this talk, I will provide the theoretical foundations for the SE research approach, and present two examples of SE research in action: 1) The case of the Tavor Winery in Israel and its efforts to reduce the use of pesticides in their vineyards and 2) work with communities in the Carmel to assess their relationships with the nature of the Carmel.
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